
 
 

 

Successful MLS Spring Meet!   

I want to start by thanking everyone that came out for our 

spring work week and meet.   We made a lot of progress 

installing new track as well as rebuilding other areas until 

replacement can be made.  Every bit of help is important, as 

it allows us to keep moving forward.   Many people had a 

great time running their trains,  as all the hard work is paying off.  

The matching fund raiser has paid off.  We  exceeded the goal and raised more 
than $50,000.00 which includes the $25,000.00 match.   I want to personally 
thank each and every person that donated their hard-earned money to our 
track replacement fund.  I can assure you we will keep working to make MLS a 
better place. 
 
Track Progress 
 
We have completed the main at Theobold. A new connection has been 
installed between Farflung and Bobberg at Joshua Junction.  In addition, a new 
grade crossing has also been installed. 
 
Let the following pictures speak for themselves.  Pictures are by Larry Messing. 
 
Just a reminder for everyone running at MLS.  The new track runs very smooth. 
Please keep your speed to 5 MPH on the main and 3 MPH in yards and 
switches.  
 
Once again, I thank everyone that helps with their time and money to move 
MLS forward.   
 
Larry Kirchner 

President, MLS 

February 2026 April 2026 
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Huge and yummy thanks to Carlyle for his Pulled Pork Pot Luck 
Dinner on Friday! 
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 What is the phrase:                                                         

        High Ball** 

 

 

 

  
 

 
On Sunday Feb. 15 my granddaughter, Ainsley Hartman, came to the park to 

sell Girl Scout cookies. Ainsley had a goal of selling 1000 boxes of cookies 

and she sold her 1000th box of cookies at the park!  Another of the 

requirements is to hand out a thank-you. 

Perry 
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TEST YOUR ENGINEERING KNOWLEDGE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach/Education 

We had two great opportunities last month to 

get out into the public and talk about MLS.  At 

the right you can see Bob Rauperstrauch at the 

Tempe Library STEM night.  And then below 

giving train rides at our booth at the 

McCormick-Stillman RailFair! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the right, you can see Larry Kirchner 

teaching a lucky group on how to run 

his Mikado.  We heard they all did a 

great job! 
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      General MLS Membership Meeting  12 noon, April 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Orange County Model Engineers, Fairview Park, Costa Mesa, CA 

OCME SPRING MEET – 2026 – Orange County Model Engineers 

 

                     

 

https://ocmetrains.org/2026/01/ocme-spring-meet-2026/
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Thank you for all your MLS club support! 
Send photos and suggestions to: stanfm@aol.com 

Visit our website Maricopa Live Steamers and our               

Facebook page MLS Public Rides to stay informed! 

 

 

 

 

*(B. In their normal, operating position.) 

** 1.  Another term for a clear signal, derived from the days of steam where a station operator would 

hoist a large wooden ball up a standard, signaling that the engineer was authorized to proceed.  

2. A slang term used among railroad employees to convey to the crew of a train that they were 

clear to proceed.  

Stan 

mailto:stanfm@aol.com
https://maricopalivesteamers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TrainRides

