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STACK  TALK 

 
 
 The board and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas.   
 This year is coming to an end way too fast.  As you  
 can see, Joe Schnyder and his crew of track layers  
 have been very busy this past month.  They deserve  
 a big hand for all of the work they have done.   
 THANK YOU. 

We had two people wind up in the hospital with covid.  One of them  
did not make it.  Jerry Oyler passed away on Nov. 20.  He was a  
long time member of this club until he took over Sahuaro Central  
museum and the contract with the county parks department.  He 
was 74 and a very active volunteer of SC.  Cliff Fought is now in  
charge of SC. 

I put out a blast for help to show 60 preschool kids what the  
Polar Express is all about.  I got a great response from the local  
membership.  THANK YOU for coming out to help on Dec. 15  
from 10 am until about 1 pm.  Santa Claus is showing up. 

Terry Liesegang is making great progress repairing all of the  
electronic boards that were damaged with one lighting strike  
back in the summer.  If it wasn't for all of the donations that  
came in, we would still be without signals at this time.   
THANK YOU all for your donations.  The signals should be up  
and running before the Operational Meet.  THANK YOU ALL  
and THANK YOU Terry.  

Donations are coming in with dues and that has been a great help  
keeping the cement ties program going and going. 

Dave Kulman has been out with the tractor scraping the weeds  
away from the track.  The main line track on West Werner still  
needs to be cleaned up by hand because the tractor can't get in  
there to scrape.  I would like West Werner cleaned up by the  
Operational Meet in January.  PLEASE . . . THANK YOU. 

You know the dates for the Operational Meet.  Jan. 12 at 6 pm is  
an Operational Meet meeting and then play trains until the Jan.16  
when it's time to get all the cars back in the yard.  Oh, what fun!!! 
Then it's Spring Meet on March 17,18,19,and 20.  More fun!!!  

Dues are due at the end of Dec.  You know you can use Pay Pal or  
we will take checks.  Just mail it to 22822 N. 43 AV Glendale AZ  
85310.  If you buy at Fry's food and Amazon Smile, we get a  
donation.  Everything counts and adds up. 

Not much changed on the election.  I'm still president again, THANK  

YOU ALL.  Terry Liesegang is Treasurer and Bob Douglas is member  
at large.  The rest of the folksm are the same as last year. 

I still need a Stack Talk editor.  Joe Schnyder thought it might be a  
good idea to do the newsletter every 2 or 3 months.  If you have  
any thoughts on that, send me an email.  A yes or no should do it.  
Yes means Stack Talk every 2 or 3 months, and specify if you prefer  
we do two months OR three months. 

In the club house on the floor by the first shelves of books there  
are two boxes of CDs called “A Treasury of American Railroad Songs  
and Ballads volume 2 and 3.”  Please help yourself to a set of CDs. 

On Dec. 11, board meeting at 11 am and NO membership meeting. 
Safety first.       Merry Christmas     ––– Perry 

President’s Page 

If you wish to be removed from this email distribution list, 
please “REPLY” to this email with a request to “UNSUBSCRIBE.” 

Please, DO NOT tag this email as JUNK.  
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December,  2021 

From the Desk of: Mick Janzen,  Secretary 

                Subject: Minutes General Meeting 11-13-21 

New Business: 

•   Charlotte Hughes reports that the registration form for the Ops Meet is on the website.  It is a  
     form-fill document that can be completed and printed.  Forms can be given to Jim Zimmerman. 

•   Perry states that Charlotte has done a fantastic job of getting the website up to date.  Thank you.  

•   Pete Pennarts states that he and Hank Gallo are going to put up the mega-tree and light up his  
     container during the 3 weekends in December when AMRS has their event.  There is no expense  
     to the club and there will be no train rides. 

•   If anyone wants to take over as Stack Talk Editor, there is an open position.  Training included. 

•   Jerry Grundy reports that there were 46 riders the first week of Sunday public runs, 73 riders the  
     second week, and 65 riders the third week.  Thank you to the train crews, Jerry (Stationmaster)  
     and Sandy Grundy (Gift Shopkeeper). 

•   We are going to put in an order for t-shirts.  If you want a shirt, send a text or email to Jerry  
     Grundy 623-628-5523 train3943@gmail.com.  Please include size, color, and if a polo or t-shirt. 

•   John Draftz suggests that we do anything we can to generate goodwill with the public, such as  
     inviting schools or other groups for special events. 

•   The results of the 2021 election: President:          Perry McCully 
 Vice-President:   Joe Schnyder 
 Secretary:          Mick Janzen 
 Treasurer:         Terry Liesegang 
 Members at Large:   Bob Douglas, Mike Grant, Charlotte Hughes 

Thank you to Bob Douglas for many years of service. 
Bob states the he just celebrated his 60th wedding anniversary. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS    HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Sahuaro Central and MLS members, 

Sadly, we must report the passing of museum curator and Sahuaro Central Board member,  
Jerry Oyler.   Jerry died of Covid on Saturday afternoon  
November 20, 2021.   At this time, we have no details about  
a memorial service.   As we have more to report, we will pass it on. 

Don Bauer, Editor  
Sahuaro Central Newsletter 

mailto:train3943@gmail.com
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CALENDAR 

 Sat. Dec. 11 11 AM    Board of Directors Meeting 

 Sat. Dec. 11   ------      NO  General Membership Meeting 

 Wed. Dec. 15 10 AM    preschool Polar Express group experience 

 Sat. Dec. 25                 MERRY CHRISTMAS 



FOR  SALE 

Located in Chino Valley, AZ 
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Sunday Public Rides 

story by Hank Gallo          photo by Donna Hohm 

We need to start asking for Sunday run volunteers again.   

We could use a relief crew (Engineer and Conductor) as well as  
Gift Shopkeeper and Stationmaster backups.  Sandy Grundy is out  
for a few weeks with a twisted ankle.  Joe and Trish Kalisak are  
helping with track work and need to rest on Sundays.   

PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN.      THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE. 

I am starting to put the Megatree together, hoping to light it on  
Friday and Saturday nights 5:30-8:30pm for the first 3 weekends  

in December, during the hours that AMRS is open.  No train rides.  
Pete has decorated the church in the Tower Lot so that folks can  
watch the tree perform.  Now if we can get it wired up this week.  
Santa will try to make an appearance, too. 

Donna took a photo today.  She keeps warning me not to  
pick up hitchhikers.  What?  They seemed so well behaved . . . 

Dave Griner Day 

story and photos by Tom Harrington 

On Thursday, Nov 19, a small group of us gathered at the track 
with our friend Dave, who has not gotten his locomotive out and 
fired it up for some time, a long time.  We all visited and chatted 
about everything under the sun, but the thrill was to see Dave's 
loco under fire again.  Pizza was had for lunch just prior to taking 
the loco off the steaming bay and stretching its legs in the yard. 
 
A great time was had by all.  That is not a Chloe, by the way, 
although it looks like one.  He built it and it runs like a top. 
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QUESTION FOR THE READERS 
 
From: MLS Newsroom <mlsnewsroom@gmail.com> 
To: dgriner <dgriner@arizonamechanicalengineering.com> 
Subject: MLS: Question for you  

Hi Dave, 
I was just thinking about your Boiler articles.  Would you like me to put a survey into the Dec. Stack Talk asking how much 
interest there is in continuing the articles?  I don't know how many members are actually using the articles to build their own 

steam engine, but if there is no interest in using the data for construction or repair purposes, then maybe we shouldn't waste 
our time trying to keep it alive. 
 
That's why I asked last month how many more chapters you were expecting to do before the Boiler is completed.  I really 
enjoyed learning about the different types of coal and riveting, and how the boiler is piped and reinforced, etc.  But it may  
not be worth the effort for its entertainment value alone anymore.  A survey would tell us that.  What do you think? 

Ken 
 
​On Sat, Nov 20, 2021 at 9:55 AM dgriner <dgriner@arizonamechanicalengineering.com> wrote: 

 
Sounds like a good idea....................... 
Thank you for your insights..................!! 
 
Take care, 
Dave 
 
 

So now it’s up to you, the readers.  How do you feel about continuing or not continuing the Boiler articles? 

Please feel free to send an email with your thoughts and feelings about it to MLSnewsroom@Gmail.com  
Please tell Dave how much you have enjoyed his articles and how they may have helped you with your loco. 
Also let Dave know if there are any problem areas you still need discussed before the articles are shut down. 

All of your emails will be forwarded to Dave.  Thank you for your interest in Dave’s expertise all these years! 
 

(continued next page) 

mailto:mlsnewsroom@gmail.com
mailto:dgriner@arizonamechanicalengineering.com
mailto:MLSnewsroom@Gmail.com?subject=BOILER ARTICLE
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(continued next page) 

DAVE GRINER’s first Boiler article 

reprinted from   Stack Talk  April, 2013 
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(continued next page) 
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(continued next page) 
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(continued next page) 
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(continued next page) 
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Sunday Public Rides 
stories and photos  

by Hank Gallo & Donna Hohm 
11-07-21  

Thanks to our guests and volunteers for a fun day! 

11-21-21  

Here are photos of some of our volunteers. Thanks for visiting! 

Today’s visitors are Fran Neuer and family . . . . . . . .  
the other visitor is known as ‘the old man and his dog.’   DH 
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11-28-21 

Great day for train rides. Lots of Jr Engineers went  
through training to operate a diesel switcher. Thanks  

to all who visited our "little" volunteer train park. 

Sunday Public Rides 
stories and photos  

by Hank Gallo 
11-28-21 

Jacob spent his third birthday having a big party with 
family and friends at our park today. While Mom and 
Dad were getting everything setup, Jr Engineers 
Jacob (3), Gabriel (6) and David (11) helped me bring 
"Chessie" the Jr Engineer School train out to the 
station. The boys all did a great job handling the train 
and sharing the work. After the family had yummy  
food and delicious cake, the family took a ride to our 
museum at Pottsville. Great job Jr Engineers, thanks  
for your help. (hank) 
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11-21-21  

Here are some scenic photos from our trip  

around Werner Subdivision. Thanks for visiting! 

Sunday Public Rides 
stories and photos by Hank Gallo 

Our 'North Pole' 
Lewando's Flugel Horn Factory 
getting some freshening up. 

Concrete ties replacing the 
old, wooden ties at Fisher. 

Hand painted rocks by Donna Hohm Mirna and Scotty Brooks 

Lookout Duck 

‘South Pole?‘ 



MERRY CHRISTMAS to you.  This Picture is of Dave Kulman tamping the  
curve at the west end of Fisher on the westbound main track.  Joe and  
Trish Kalisak did the tie installation and Dave did the rail installation.   
Now it is ready for trains for many years to come.  These ties were in  
their last few years of termite lunch existence and the ballast was holding  
it all together.  We will soon replace the ties in the switches here with  
plastic ties, as the rails are already steel from earlier revisions.  Just the  
plastic ties remain to be done. 

As I see things being done around park, I need to bring to the attention  
of club members that the Long Range Planning committee is to get a  
drawing plan of any new construction on club property that involves track,  
buildings, structures, outbuildings and outhouses on county property.   
These plans will be reviewed and approved or denied as per the county  
and city building codes and the railroad parks standard of what is allowed  
on county properties.  As the Vice President the bylaws state I must chair  
this committee with 3 other members of the board.  I see that some  
people have been taking old buildings that are in disrepair along the track  
and replacing them with updated structures.  This does not require a  
planning drawing if you are renewing something that was already on club  
property.  In fact, I encourage people to take down the buildings that are  
falling apart and reworking them to make them presentable to the public  
and our guests and members.  THANK YOU for the ones that I have seen  

lately being cleaned up and repainted.  They look so much better.  Any  
existing structure that is in disrepair does not need a planning drawing to  
get the approval to be cleaned up and made look nice.  THANK YOU for  

doing it.  This makes our park look better and when we have county  
visitors, they see we are trying to be good custodians of the county’s  
property. 

Please watch the board for route closures as we are trying to maintain  
the tracks as best we can.  I wish to say THANK YOU to all of the members  
who, while paying their dues for 2022, have added a few dollars to the  
track and general fund.  Along with all the people who JUMPED in with  

enough money to fix all of the signals that were damaged by the lightning  
hits this year, THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH.  Terry Liesegang is still working  
on the signals, but should have it all done soon.  As of now, we have the  
largest part of Pottsville subdivision done and we are hoping to finish it all  
this coming year to last for many years to come. The section of Pottsville  
between Mad Dog and Rattlesnake creek was the first section of concrete  
ties we installed and now it is in the FOURTH year of service and the  
termites have yet to eat one of the concrete ties, and the steel rail is  
looking at good as when we put it down.  This route gets quite a bit of  
traffic going to the museum and for people just going for a short ride use  
it, but it is holding up very well.  So is all the other places we have done  
plastic or concrete tie replacements. 

With all of the revisions that have been done over the last 10 years to the  
switches, we have had tremendous luck with them holding gauge and not  
requiring so much maintenance.  This enables us to work on other things,  
and when we change out a switch, we hope it has the life span of about  
50 years with steel rails and plastic ties and some concrete ties on the  
approach of the switches.  Just another thing to try to make the track  
structure last for many more years.  With all the members who have  
really stepped up when we needed money for concrete ties, I wish to  
THANK YOU as it is making our park a better place to play and damn it  

sure looks good when it is done. 
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2021 

story and photos by Joe Schnyder 
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Museum of Science and Industry 
Chicago, IL 

photos by Bob DiDomenico 
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