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STACK  TALK 

 One month in and I have not been impeached yet.  Dang!   

 I have some very sad news.  Raymond Hughes passed  
 away Sunday, Jan. 24.  Ray and Charlotte had been  
 married 53 years.  Both have come out and helped  
 repair sidings all over the railroad.  Ray will be missed,  
but Charlotte says she will be coming out and helping with track repairs  
after she recovers from surgery.  Our condolences to the family.  

Our crack security team has found the doors to the club house unlocked  
a time or two this month.  PLEASE, if you think you are the last one out  
the gate, get out of your car and check all three doors that should be  
locked.  That goes for the gate also.  This is your club.  Please take care  
of it.  Lights are another problem.  People come in at night and leave the  
lights on all over the place, and don't bother to turn them off (the one or  
more of you know who you are).  Part of your dues pays for the electricity.   
Money does not grow on the mesquite trees at the park. 

Big THANK YOU to Scotty Brooks for building two number 7 switches.   
Bill Lowe had a heart attack a few weeks ago after leaving the park.  He  
was in the hospital two days getting a stent in one artery, with another  
one later in Feb. He is recovering very well at home.  Take it easy, Bill,  
and rest up well.  Scotty stepped up and made the switches that Joe  
Schnyder and Dave Kulman needed.  PLEASE, if you see Joe Schnyder,  
Dave Kulman, Terry Liesegang or Scotty Brooks, THANK THEM for all of  
the hard work they do on their hands and knees repairing the track. 

Just a friendly reminder, the club is keeping the FIRE BAN in place  
due to all the weeds that are on the property.  Propane fired engines  

are allowed to run at this time.  Safety first.         ςς  Perry 

 I see GREEN.  Well, it rained and now I see little green  
 weeds popping up, so here we go with this year's crop of  
 weeds.  We have managed to get quite a bit of work done  
 on the track this month, and will continue on with our  
 concrete tie program with MANY THANKS to all who have  
 contributed to our success. 

I wish to stress to all who come out to run a train to watch the board for  
route closures.  When I close a route, there will be a red board to your  
right as you approach the beginning of that route.  I usually put them  
within the first 100 feet of the subdivision so that, if you start down that  
route, you should see the stop sign.  I do not put them in the middle of  
the track because we still need access to the area with our work trains.   
With that rain, and now a warm day, the weeds are starting to grow really  
well now.  I am hoping the county will lift the fire ban soon, but looking at  
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ  
go back to Stage One fire restrictions again.  That is propane fires only, and  
no solid fuels.  I think the type of weeds that were imported here, from  
who knows where, are going to be a nuisance and a menace to us from 
now on.  In 2020, we had many volunteers help out with weed control so 
that we could run our trains, and I want to THANK EACH AND EVERY ONE 
who helped. 
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Stack Talk Editor 
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS are still in place. 

CƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΣ ŀƭƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΦ 
State mandates are still in place prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people, and everyone must stay at least 6 feet apart.  

ONLY members / immediate family can be at the Park.  NO parties or gatherings of any type may take place. 

February,  2021 

During the week that we would have had the Operations Meet, some people had made their travel  
plans long ago, and since they are members, they came out and rode their trains all week long and  
had a wonderful time.  I received their reviews of their rides, and they all agreed how much better  
the ride is with the wide base concrete ties that hold the track stable.  We also received quite a few  
donations to the concrete tie fund to keep up with the track rehabilitation projects we are working on. 

Due to the pandemic, there will be no Spring Meet, but members can come and play trains.  In March,  
when we would have had a Meet, some people had made their travel plans long ago, so they plan to be  
ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  L Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǇŜ  
Mother Nature does not slap me upside the head and ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ not nice to mess with Mother Nature. 

Again, I wish to THANK ALL of the folks who donated to the concrete tie and steel rail program, as we  
are changing switches to plastic ties and steel rails to last for many years to come.  We were inspecting 
the switches in front of the tower that get the most use by nearly every train on the railroad, and the  
wear has been very slight for being in for over ten years.  It looks like that will last for many years before  
we need to think about replacing any rails through that area.    ςς  Joe 

VICE PRESIDENT PAGE   (ŎƻƴǘΩŘ) 



   From the Desk of:  Gail Woodward   

      Subject:  Bob Woodward Estate Sale 

 Cash or Cashier Check     GAIL080953@yahoo.com 

   View/Pick Up at home or LALS ï California 

тΦрέ DŀǳƎŜ  ς Two TANK cars $ 800 each 
 CABOOSE $ 500 

мέ {ŎŀƭŜ  ς Three FLAT cars w/containers  $ 500 each 
 GONDOLA $ 500 

 FLAT car w/trailers $ 500 

 CN Steam Engine      $ 9,000 OBO 
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   From the Desk of:  Joe Schnyder ς Consignee  

      Subject:  Rolling Stock and Engine FOR SALE 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ нΦрϦ ǎŎŀƭŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ тΦрέ ƎŀǳƎŜΦ   
All have RMI trucks and couplers. 

Engine  ðð  Phoenix sound,  Electric drive, 
Custom made in Houston, Texas. 

$10,000 dollars for Locomotive and riding car with new batteries  

$15,000 for the whole train 

          Joe Schnyder    623-332-0238 
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story and photo by Donna Hohm 

Tim Freeman showing his recently 
purchased steam engine to his grandfather. 

story and photos by Hank Gallo 

Za'vion and I finally began to 
display some of Teacher Frank's 
!Ǌǘ /ƭŀǎǎΩ DƴƻƳŜ IƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊƪΦ  ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ CǊŀƴƪ 9ΦΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
created over 90 Gnome Homes for 
our Park.  I'll post more photos as 
we put them on display.  Each is a 
unique, beautiful work of art.  The 
existing pen and horses are a bit 
aged. 

story and photos by Hank Gallo 

Steve Bible and his new Pacific 
loco.  He just completed the  
build and it is performing great.   

Marty Simmon is engineering 
Steve's new Pacific while Steve  
is relaxing in the Conductor car. 
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story and photos by Hank Gallo 

Member Jeremiah Sheward was in town  
working on his recent acquisition, an electric  
rail speeder and some cars to haul.  He has  
ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ  
not to take advantage of our 18 miles of track. 

story and photos by Hank Gallo 

We're sorry our club is still closed to the public, but several of our 
members continue to maintain the property.  Members are also 
allowed to use the park with their families.  On this beautiful day, 
other members were out enjoying a train ride.  So, Paul Hegreness  
and I took our children out to do some train riding and playing.   
tŀǳƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ Ϧ¢ƘŜ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘά ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ  
new barn and a movie screen for hosting family movie nights.   
Cody and ½ŀΩǾƛƻƴ are seen here having fun. 

December 27, 2020 
Hot air balloons just  
outside the Park. 
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stories and photos by Hank Gallo 

Za'vion and I went out to the park Sunday.  We took a short ride  
and met with Paul Hegreness and his family, who were already  
there running their train.  Next week we'll run the Mad Dog train  
that Fred Greenwald and Mike Grant repaired for us.  Then it will  
be ready for Jr. Engineer School whenever we reopen. 

 

After three hours of playing (with still more to go) ½ŀΩǾƛƻƴ needed a  
little rest time.  He fell asleep on the way back to the barn. 

Today, Za'vion was napping, so I brought granddaughter Olivia  
out to the Park to run our train and do some exploring. 

Olivia and her Uncle ½ŀΩǾƛƻƴ,  soon to be Junior Engineer Trainers 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ½ƻƻ ¢ƻǿŜǊΣ  
½ŀΩǾƛƻƴΩǎ favorite place for train watching.  

Za'vion likes to imagine driving  
some of our larger machines. 
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RACEWATCH 
story and photos by Joe Schnyder 

Here is Dave Kulman cleaning out the ballast from  
the old track and getting it prepared for the concrete  
ties that go in the hole.  This is from the West switch  
at Racewatch to the switch just before the Arntchoo  
crossing, which takes you straight onto West Werner  
or reroutes you onto Eastbound Arntchoo for the  
trip back to Adobe station.  Just Dave and I digging  
out the ballast took all day, and then putting the ties  
into the hole took the better part of an afternoon.   
This process is very time and labor intensive, but the  
end result is very positive for a long lifespan of the  
railroad.  After getting the ties in the hole, it will take  
about three days to secure the rails to them and  
another day to fill in the ballast, followed by another  
day to level and tamp the ties.  The final day is to  
sweep the ties down to expose the concrete tops,  
because we do not have to worry about the Arizona  
summer sunshine drying out the concrete ties. 

After we get done at Racewatch, we will be doing a  
section between the East switch of Moore Turn to  
Pieter Pass, and will have that part of Far Flung  
closed for a while.  East Werner will be finished and  
back open before we start on Far Flung so that there  
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ hb9 ōǊŀƴŎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ  
while we are working.  I have other people working  
on places where there are East- and West-bound  
tracks, and we will always have one side open while  
we work on the other side, so as not to completely  
close that branch while we work. 

February,  2021 

Where we will be working, we will have tracks routed  
around our work areas, and I will have red boards  
located by the track to let you know where it is not  
passable.  You will be able to get around where we  
are working as we will have switches lined for your  
movement around any tracks that are out-of-service. 
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Concrete BLOCK BRIDGE I  
story and photos by Joe Schnyder 

Here is a new concrete block bridge to replace a wooden bridge for water runoff, if it ever rains again in  
Arizona!   These concrete blocks have proven to be termite resistant and will not dry out and rot away like  
wood does.  Once we get the rocks off to the side and all filled in around it, we hope to never have any  
other repair work to do here.  Wherever we have installed these, we have found that they carry quite a bit  
of water through the opening and have not had one wash out yet.  We are looking at this as one less place  
to have a problem with wood drying out in the Arizona sun. 

February,  2021 

2020 
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Concrete BLOCK BRIDGE II  
story and photos by Joe Schnyder 

Here is one of the concrete block bridges that we are making to  
replace the wood bridges, and any of them with wood ties that are  
in a termite prone area.  These are made with concrete blocks and  
parts that I had laying around the place, so there is no cost to the  
club to do these replacements.  I have found that if one block would  
not be enough water flow to that area, I could put two side by side  
and that would seem to have enough of a flow rate to handle the  
summer monsoon storms that used to hit the park years ago.  We  
will be ready, if we have another gully washer like we had in 2010,  
2012, 2014, and 2016.  Remember those? 

Plastic Switches  
& Concrete Ties 

2020 
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ROUTE BOARD 
photos by Hank Gallo 

You have all read Joe {ŎƘƴȅŘŜǊΩǎ pleas to check the Route Board before 
heading out into the layout, to avoid ending up in a Subdivision that is 
under repair and either having an accident or needing to back up all the 
way out of the Subdivision.  Besides watching for red flags to the right          
of the track, which is another traffic control signal that needs to be 
obeyed, like the lighted signals, you must check the Route Board every         
time you leave the station or East Yard  ς  BEFORE you push that route 
selection button.  The forewarning is for YOUR BENEFIT. 

The uptick in accidents at repair sites must be due to all of the new 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻǳǘŜ 
Board.  Seen below, it is along the fence to your left as you wait at the 
route selection buttons for your green signal to leave Adobe Station.             
It will be somewhat in front of you as you wait at the route selection 
buttons for your green signal to leave the East Yard.  With the station        
to the right outside of the photo below, look at the track and Tower 
orientation.  You will realize that the entrance track to the return        
balloon passes right in front of the Board, but, from that direction,               
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛǘΦ 

2020 



  Hello, again.  Well, here we begin another year.  Oh, boy.  More adventures. 
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ feedwater heaters. 

 The first type of heating system is referred to  
Once more, plagiarized from the ICS course. as an Elesco system as described below. 

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES  
BOILER Appliances  and  Attachments  
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Feedwater Heaters by Dave Griner 
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