Maricopa Live Steamers
STACK TALK

February, 2021

The official newsletter of the Adobe Mountain Railroad in Phoenix, Arizona.
Operated by the Maricopa Live Steamers Railroad Heritage Preservation Society.
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One month in and | have not been impeached yet. Da | : | seeGREENWEell, it rained and now | see little green

| have some very sad news. Raymond Hugassed "{ /" weeds popping up, so here we go with this year's crop ¢
away Sunday, Jan. 24. Ray and Charlotte had been ~ (&% . weeds. We have managed to get quite a bit of work do
married 53 years. Both have come out and helped a ﬁ on the track this month, and will continue on with our
repair sidings all over the railroad. Ray will be missed, concrete tie program wittMANY THANK® all who have
but Charlotte says she will be coming out and helping with track repa contributed to our success.
after she recovers from surgery. Our condolences to the family. | wish to stress to all who come out to run a train to watch the board fo

Our crack security teamas found the doors to the club house unlocke: route closures. When I close a route, there will be a red board to your
a time or two this month.PLEASH, you think you are the last one out right as you approach the beginning of that route. | usually put them

the gate, get out of your car and check all three doors that should be within the first 100 feet of the subdivision so that, if you start down tha
locked. That goes for the gate also. This is your club. Please take ¢ route, you should see the stop sign. | do not put them in the middle of
of it. |_|ghts are another pr0b|em. Peop]e come in at n|ght and leave the track because we still need access to the area with our work trains
lights on all over the place, and don't bother to turn them (dffe one or ~ With that rain, and now a warm day, the weeds are starting to grow res
more of you know who you aJe Part of your dues pays for the electric Well now. | am hoping the county will lift the fire ban soon, but looking
Money does not grow on the mesquite trees at the park. UKS LIFNJ X L R2yQu UKAY1l AU oAttt

BigTHANK YOltb Scotty Brooks for building two number 7 switches. g0 ba(_:k to Stage Qne fire restrictions again. That _is propane fires onl
Bill Lowe had a heart attack a few weeks ago after leaving the park. no solid fuels. | think the type of weeds that were imported here, from

. . . . . who knows where, are going to be a nuisance and a menace to us fro
was in the hospital two days getting a stent in one artery, with anothe .
) . : . . now on. In 2020, we had many volunteers help out with weed control
one later in FebHe is recovering very well at home. Take it easy, Bill,

and rest up well. Scotty stepped up and made the switches that Joe that we could run our trains, and | want IiHANK EACH AND EVERY O

Schnydeand DaveKulmanneeded. PLEASHf you see Jo8chnyder who helped.
DaveKulman TerryLiesegan@r Scotty BrooksTHANK THENbr all of
the hard work they do on their hands and knees repairing the track.

Just a friendly reminder, the club is keeping the FIRE BAN in place
due to all the weeds that are on the property. Propane fired engines
are allowed to run at this timeSafety first. ¢ ¢Perry

(continued next page
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During the week that we would have had the Operations Meet, some people had made their travel
plans long ago, and since they are members, they came out and rode their trains all week long and
had a wonderful time. | received their reviews of their rides, and they all agreed how much better
the ride is with the wide base concrete ties that hold the track stable. We also received quite a few

donations to the concrete tie fund to keep up with the track rehabilitation projects we are working on,.

Due to the pandemic, there will be no Spring Meet, but members can come and play trains. In Marg
when we would have had a Meet, some people had made their travel plans long ago, so they plan t
2dzi KSNB RdzNAy3 GKFEG ¢SS o L R2 y20 LXIy G2
Mother Nature does not slap me upside the head @nH & noi nic&tad mess with Mother Nature.
Again, | wish t& HANK AL&f the folks who donated to the concrete tie and steel rail program, as we
are changing switches to plastic ties and steel rails to last for many years to come. We were inspeg
the switches in front of the tower that get the most use by nearly every train on the railroad, and the
wear has been very slight for being in for over ten years. It looks like that will last for many years beg
we need to think about replacing any rails through that area. ¢ ¢Joe

’Wztli Deepest Sympathy and Friendship
during your time of loss
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May your hospital stay
be safe and successful
with a speedy recovery.
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COVIEL9 RESTRICTIONS are still in place.
C2NJ YSYOSNERQ KSIFIfUOUK FYR alfSdeées dzyaaft

State mandates are still in place prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people, and everyone must stay at least 6 fee

ONLY members / immediate family can be at the Park. NO parties or gatherings of any type may take plac
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Send emails / photos tQ
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(Fromthe Desk of Gail Woodward
Subject Bob Woodward Estate Sale

Cash or Cashier CheckGAII080958)yahoo.com
View/Pick Up at home or LAL& alifornia

T Opé BMwzIANKcars  $800 each
CABOOSE $500

GONDOLA $500
FLAT car w/trailers $500
CN Steam Engine $9,000 OBO

Mé { QI Thee FLAT cars w/containe$$00 each 'S
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( Fromthe Desk of JoeSchnyder; Consignee ,
subject Rolling Stock and Engine FOR SA

CKAE A& FEf nwopb &0 S

All have RMI trucks and couplers.
* Engined dhoenix sound, Electric drive,

Custom made in Houston, Texas.

$10,000dollars for Locomotive and riding cavith new batteries

$15,000for the whole train *
* JoeSchnyder 623-332-0238
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IVIEIVIBER CONTRIBUTIONS

story and photo by Donnddohm story and photos by Hank Gallo
Tim Freeman showing his recently Za'vionand | finally began to
purchased steam engine to his grandfather. display some of Teacher Frank's

I NI /fF&aaQ Dyz2yY
t I NJ @ ¢S OKSNJ §
created over 90 Gnome Homes fq
our Park. I'll post more photos as
we put them on display. Each is
unique, beautiful work of art. Th
existing pen and horses are a bit |
aged. '

story and photos by Hank Gall

Steve Bible and his new Pacifi¢
loco. He just completed the
build and it is performing great

Marty Simmonis engineering
| Steve's new Pacific while Stev
is relaxing in the Conductor ca
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story and photos by Hank Gallo

December 27, 2020 We're sorry our club is still closed to the public, but several of our
Hot air balloons just members continue to maintain the property. Members are also
outside the Park. allowed to use the park with their families. On this beautiful day,

other members were out enjoying a train ride. So, Péegreness
and | took our children out to do some train riding and playing.
t I dzf KFa FFR2LWGSR be¢KS tfl &3NP dz
new barn and a movie screen for hosting family movie nights.

;t;)ry and pHotos by Hank Gallo. Cody and2l Q @rg fegh here having fun.
Member JeremiatShewardvas in town @“ e

working on his recent acquisition, an electric
rail speeder and some cars to haul. He has
a2YS GNYO1 G KAa K2
not to take advantage of our 18 miles of trac




Page 7 MARICOPA LIVE STEAMERS February, 2021

stories and photos by Hank Gallo

Za'vionand | went out to the park Sunday. We took a short ride After three hours of playingwith still more to g9 %2 Q @dedey a
and met with PauHegrenessnd his family, who were already little rest time. He fell asleep on the way back to the barn.
there running their train. Next week we'll run the Mad Dog train
that Fred Greenwald and Mike Grant repaired for us. Then it will
be ready for Jr. Engineer School whenever we reopen.

Today/Za'vionwas napping, so | brought granddaughter Olivia
out to the Park to run our train and do some exploring.

| SNBEQa (KS @A S gZavidhkes tolin2agine €rivisd]
Y Q Jfavarye Qlace for train watching.  some of our larger machines.

Olivia and her Uncléz | Q @doényfo be Junior Engineer Trainers
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Here is Dav&ulmancleaning out the ballast from

RACEWATCH

the old track and getting it prepared for the concrete story and photosby JoeSchnyder

ties that go in the hole. This is from the West switch

at Racewatcho the switch just before thérntchoo
crossing, which takes you straight onto West Wern

or reroutes you onto Eastbour&rntchoofor the )
trip back to Adobe station. Just Dave and | diggin
out the ballast took all day, and then putting the tig|
into the hole took the better part of an afternoon.

This process is very time and labor intensive, but tl;"

end result is very positive for a long lifespan of the
railroad. After getting the ties in the hole, it will ta
about three days to secure the rails to them and
another day to fill in the ballast, followed by anot
day to level and tamp the ties. The final day is to
sweep the ties down to expose the concrete tops,
because we do not have to worry about the Arizo
summer sunshine drying out the concrete ties.

After we get done aRacewatchwe will be doing a |
section between the East switch of Moore Turn to
Pieter Pass, and will have that part of Far Flung

closed for a while. East Werner will be finished anf s

back open before we start on Far Flung so that theg
g2y Qi 0SS Y2NB GKFYy hbo
while we are working. | have other people working
on places where there are Eaand Westbound
tracks, and we will always have one side open whi
we work on the other side, so as not to completely
close that branch while we work.

Where we will be working, we will have tracks route
around our work areas, and | will have red boards
located by the track to let you know where it is not
passable. You will be able to get around where we
are working as we will have switches lined for your
movement around any tracks that are eof-service.
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Concrete BLOCK BRIDIGE
story and photos by JoeSchnyder

Here is a new concrete block bridge to replace a wooden bridge for water runoff, if it ever rains agaif

Arizond These concrete blocks have proven to be termite resistant and will not dry out and rot away
wood does. Once we get the rocks off to the side and all filled in around it, we hope to never have &*
other repair work to do here. Wherever we have installed these, we have found that they carry quite
of water through the opening and have not had one wash out yet. We are looking at this as one les
to have a problem with wood drying out in the Arizona sun.
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Concrete BLOCK BRIDIGE
story and photos by JoeSchnyder

club to do these replacements. | have found that if one block wq
not be enough water flow to that area, | could put two side by sid.

summer monsoon storms that used to hit the park years ago.
will be ready, if we have another gully washer like we had in 201
2012, 2014, and 2016. Remember th@se

and that would seem to have enough of a flow rate to handle the|

Plastic Switches
& Concrete Ties




Page 11

February, 2021

ROUTE

You have all read Jde O K y &pie&sNaelieck the Route Board before
heading out into the layout, to avoid ending up in a Subdivision that
under repair and either having an accident or needing to back up all
way out of the Subdivision. Besides watching for red flags to the rig
of the track, which is another traffic control signal that needs to be

obeyed, like the lighted signals, you must check the Route Board ev
time you leave the station or East YatdBEFORE you push that route
selection button. The forewarning is for YOUR BENEF?

ROUTES
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BOARD
photos by Hank Gallo

The uptick in accidents at repair sites must be due to all of the new
YSYOSNE ¢K2 KI@SyQid o6SSy YIRS |
Board. Seen below, it is along the fence to your left as you wait at th
route selection buttons for your green signal to leave Adobe Station.
It will be somewhat in front of you as you wait at the route selection
buttons for your green signal to leave the East Yard. With the station
to the right outside of the photo below, look at the track and Tower
orientation. You will realize that the entrance track to the return
balloon passes right in front of the Board, but, from that direction,
@2dzOQNB y20 t221Ay3 G AdGo
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
BOILER Appliances and Attachments

Feedwater Heaters by DaveGriner

Hello, again. Well, here we begin another year. Oh, boy. More adventures.
¢ KA&a UAYS feéd@adefheatefs2 21 |

The first type of heating system is referred to
Once more, plagiarized from the ICS course. as ankElescosystem as described below.

2. Heating Feedwater.—When considering the feeding of
the boiler by feedwater heating equipment, it must not he over-
looked that the injector is also a feedwater heating device, How-
ever, with the injector, the heating of the feedwater is done by
live steam from the hotler; with feedwater heating equipment,
the water is heated hy exhaust steam that otherwise would be
wasted. The saving in the employment of feedwater heating
equipment is, then, brought about by using exhaust steam instead
of steam from the boiler to heat the feedwater.

3. The saving in fuel with feedwater heating equipment
and with the same weight and speed of train is due to the fact
that heat is being returned boiler other than by way of
the ﬁrehnx, this 1'equi1'ing 1 The iucreasc

lh(; saving in fuel bemg thcn r_qulvalent to an increase in the
capacity of the boiler to generate steam hy an equal amount,
Against the saving in fucl or the ncrease in the capacity of the
boiler must, of course, be charged the greater cost of the feed-
water apparatus, as well as the cost of its maintenance as com-
pared with an injector,

(continued next page




