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STEAM LOCOMOTI VES
MAI N RODS

Wel | 6 tdhreoteher year i n the shredder ! He
ferred to as a connecting) rods.

Wed | start with the main rod, this being
pin. Typically this rod is tlaipbatni@edoginrdem afs
Il lustrated bel ow.
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Fig. 82. Connecting Rod Details.

As can be seen on the drawing, the bearin
the bearing halves on the crank pin. The
hal ves together and boring it to the requ
brought hard together with the key, which
i ng in service. When the bearing wears a

of the bearing halves and reset with the
from the very early yd&83EH6{(as-shown bel ow

DAVE GRI




------------ we | | i nto the twentieth century as nol
Note the wedge key has been replaced with
prevent | oosening of the key.
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This picture clearly shows thmesatedp(Bab
bearing surfaces, along with t heifbodglndr ese
Al i detnldes of the rod.



Photo J. Ero©2004

strap and wedge was al ways a probl em
break, causing the rod to fail about a
following design removed this problem
bearing rotated in a steel sleeve ins
rotational speed of the bearing relat




type of rod beari2ng owast appheeendroim sthea
roll er bearing system,
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We wi | | have to | eave it here for this ti
The following drawing presents a version
forward | ooking mechanical Il nstitutions o
some very innovative thinking !
Take care unti l next time, and Happy and

Dave

GILDERFLUKE'S PERFECTED LOCOMOTIVE.,



:;.Q.\COPA LIVE ST&“’%J‘ ENG'NEER
CERTIFICATION
o e This certifies that

YOUR NAME HERE

is a certified engineer at the Maricopa Live Steamers

(/ This certification expires on
7 May 31, 2016
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TI ME LOG HOURS

The hours sha4-Wh B6aReELF .t P2Wherle entries were
possible to determine the hours worked.

Donna Hol m 114.5 hrs. [/ Painting/ Pu
Bob Dougl as 204.5 hrs. [/ Track/ Trea
Joe Snyder 85 hrs. /| Track/
Terry Liesegang 79 hr s. /| Signals [T
Joe Fego 85 hrs. /| Tr ack
trains

Perry McCully 60 hrs. /| Trash disp
Pete Pennarts 27 hr s. /[ Faciliti
Ed Houk 45.5 hrs. [ Public
Li nda Houk 23 hr s. / Club hou
Fred Greenwald 104 hr s. / Equi pment ma
Mi ckey Janzen 34.5 hrs. [/ Lights [/ Pu
Paul Lator 50.5 hrs. [/ Lights
Bi | | Lowe 16.5 hrs. [ Switch
Mi ke Russell 59.5 hrs /| Lights [P
Joe Kalisak 59.5 hrs. [/ Public
Trish Kalisak 46 hrs. / Publ ic
Dave Griner 25.5 hrs. [/ Track [ w
Jerry Grundy 14.5 hrs. /| Dispatch
Tom Smith 9 hrs. [/ Public
Louden Smith 9 hrs. [/ Public and
Jim Zi mmer man 66. 75 hrs. [/ Ops. Meet or
John Bergt 11 hrs. [/ Public an
Tom Harrington 28 hrs. [/ Facilities mai
Dave Kul man 31 hrs. [/ Track

Gabe Zof bas 9 hrs. [/ Publ ic run

Frank Berl e 8 hr s. / Chri st mas



Jim Theobol d 16 hr s. / Publ i c run ¢
Mi ke LevandowsKki 26.5 hrs. |/ Christmas r un
Tot al | ogged hours = 1,348.25 hrs

| t shoul d be noted that this does not cou
Gr eat Thank You I

The Railroad

Phoenix & Passenger Rail
By: Gabe Zorbas

. GABE ZORBAS
When you hear “Phoenix” many things may come to mind. The heat, the

large suburban population, the Suns. Trains, however, are something that most
people don’t think about when they hear Phoenix. By all means, Phoenix is not a
railroad city. However, while Phoenix may not be the railroad capital of the
country, we do have a very rich history with the railroads.

The picture to your right may be new to you. It might be a familiar sight.
What is it? Well, it’s obviously a
train station, but which one? It’s

not San Diego’s Union Station.
It’s not the Tucson or
Albuquerque Amtrak stations.
Although it might be surprising to
think about, this station is the
Phoenix Union Station! To those
who have lived in Phoenix before
1996, when Amtrak discontinued
service, this may not be all too
surprising. However, for us post
96’ transplants, the thought of an
Amtrak train, and for that matter
any passenger train, traveling through the Phoenix Metro is a weird and humorous

thought. Yet, for twenty years now, Phoenix has been the largest city in the United
States without passenger service. Amtrak had rerouted the Sunset Limited after the
Union Pacific threatened to abandon the former Southern Pacific line. The Sunset
Limited was re-routed to the city of Maricopa. (Which is not in Maricopa County,
but rather 40 miles south of Phoenix.) Phoenix Union Station is still standing and is
used for storing telecommunication equipment.



In 1995, another piece of railroad
history unfolded. The Sunset Limited was
leaving the metro area, passing Buckeye, at
about 1:30 in the morning, when the
passengers were suddenly awoken by the
derailment of the train. Emergency services
from the city of Buckeye raced to the
wreck. As emergency crews arrived, they
found nearly a hundred people injured and
one dead. Spotted along the tracks were

several notes, signed by a group called the
“Sons of Gestapo”. The derailment was sabotage. The FBI was called to the scene.
Investigators had found several ties were pulled up and that the track’s circuit
system was tampered with so it wouldn’t alert the trains in the area of damaged
track. Twenty years later, and the investigation is still ongoing. It is said this
incident may have contributed to the rerouting of the Sunset Limited.

However, Phoenix was not only served by intercity rail, at one time the city
also had a rather large and growing commuter rail service. The Phoenix Street

7 Railway started serving the
Phoenix metro in 1887, and at its’
peak, went as far as 55th avenue

| in Glendale from downtown

§ Phoenix. The railway was
completely electrified with a line
voltage of 550 VDC with, at its’
most, 33.8 miles of track and nine
lines. To put that in perspective

the current Phoenix light rail
system only has 23 miles of track. The railway was even proposing extensions to






