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UP-COMING MEETS 

2016 OPS MEET JAN. 14, 15, 16, 17 

2016 SPRING MEET MARCH 17, 18, 19, 20 

2016 FALL MEET  WATCH FOR UPCOMING DATES 

The newsletter is late and it is my fault!! I can only 

say that I was at a train meet and I let that get in 

my way, yes I was having fun.  Jim has been trying 

to get one from me so don’t blame him. 

I can report that I was not the only one there and 

in spite of the rain, everyone was having a good 

time. Good food, good friends, good weather most 

of the time, makes for a lot of fun. 

We have three weeks left to install all our lights and get ready for the best show 

in Phoenix, in my mind. 

The next club meeting is on November 14th election of officers for next year, 

please come out and vote. 

If you have an item that you would like put on the agenda please let me know a 

few days ahead of time thank you. 

       Cliff Fought 



ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

1:00pm November  14, 2015 

November Ballet for 2016 Officers and Board 

PRESIDENT:  John Bergt                           ________________ 

                        Perry McCully   _______________ 

Vice President:   Pet Pennarts   _______________ 

Secretary:     Michael Lewandoski          _______________ 

Treasurer:     Bob Doulas    _______________ 

 

Director at Large  (Vote for Three) 

John Bergt      _______________ 

Bill Unglaube     _______________ 

Joe Fego      _______________ 

Mike Grant      _______________ 

Fred Greenwald     _______________ 

Mick Janson      _______________ 

Ben Smith      _______________ 

Perry McMully     _______________ 



2015 SAHUARO CENTRAL CHRISTMAS PARTY AND POTLOCK AFTERNOON 
EARLY LUNCHEON 

 

by Mike Lewandowski 
  

This year our annual Abode Mtn. Railroad Park Christmas Party will be held on Dec. 
12th, Saturday from 2:30 PM to 5:00 PM. This timeframe was selected to ensure that our public train 
volunteers have enough time to enjoy dinner and party with their friends.  

  

 MLS Christmas Chefs (Mike and Helen L.) will prepare spiral honey baked ham, spicy pork loin 
roast with beer gravy and red cabbage/apples. 

  
 The Potluck portion of the dinner program will allow attendees to bring food items based on your 
last name first letter.  Of course, if you have a special food item that you have prepared in the past din-
ners it’s OK to bring. We will contact members via phone call to confirm their attendance and the food 
item. Betty Ann McCully and Donna Hohm will direct the decorations, table setups and food serving. 

 

 
Regards, Mike L.  

 

 

 

Jerry Smolyk and his new Steam Enginej 

We have confirmed the Star Trek Characters will be in the park on Saturday November 



Our Holiday Light Show is doing great. We have over 45 minutes of music and light show prepared for the new exit 
walkway. We tested the white wire loom that holds the LED's to the arches and it works perfectly. While  the hang-
ing of Christmas lights has already begun around the park, we'll begin to to put up the LED's the first of November 
and begin our cabling. Our first show will have 3,200 LED's using 48 controller channels. Engineer Shelby is help-
ing to connect the cables to the 16 output light controller. 

I purchased a snow-maker (it makes Hollywood style tiny bubbles that look like snow) and it works great. We're go-
ing to put it at the North Pole by Racewatch. I estimate we'll use between 3 and 4 GALLONS of snow juice every 
night. Since snow juice sells for $24.95/gallon I found a recipe to make it for about $3/gallon. If any members would 
like to contribute distilled water, rubbing alcohol and Mr. Bubble bubble bath and we can mix it up ourselves.

We have confirmed the Star Trek Characters will be in the park on Saturday November 28 from 6 until 8pm. I will 
let them change in the club house and gather in Friendship Park. This may mean I have to add some Star Wars 
music to our light show. When they visited MLS in the spring the crowd reaction was fantastic. They all loved their 
train ride, except for the Storm Troopers-they can't sit down. 

Please sign up to work a shift or 3 so we have enough help to handle the expected 1,000 to 1,400 visitors per 
night. Email John Broughman at pluggie49@msn.com. And for the first time, we'll be operating on Christmas

Thanks, Hank       Shelby  soldering 



 

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES 

LEAD TRUCKS 

Well, let’s try this again, this time taking a look at the lead truck and how it functions. 

The lead (sometimes called the pilot or engine) truck provides two functions, being first to sup-

port some of the engine weight and second to guide the locomotive through curves. The very 

early engines did not use lead trucks since the speeds were very low, however, as speed in-

creased on the rough and tumble track it became necessary to provide a method for guiding the 

engine through curves. It was not long before engines also began to need larger boilers, again, 

creating a need to support the front of the engine. The answer to this problem came in the form 

of the classic 4-4-0 American type locomotive using a four wheel truck. 

It should be noted that the lead truck is usually a two or four wheel device, below is a drawing 

of the two wheeled type. A close look at the image will show that there is an equalizing lever 

that transfers weight from just in front of the first driving axle to the top of the truck frame. 

The lever is attached to a cross bar that  

 

 

bears on the first spring hanger for the first driving axle. This provides cross equalization from 

the truck throughout the rest of the engine spring rigging. 

The following picture shows what is referred to as swing links, which further enhance curving 

abilities and weight management. 



 

This picture shows a more modern design using steel castings, but yet is essentially the same 

mechanism as the more primitive one noted in the drawing above. 

 
 

 

Here is the four wheeled version as used on the American type engines. You can clearly see 

the swing links here along with the center plate which was the point of support,  this being 

centered under the cylinders. It is apparent that this design will carry more weight and is intu-

itively better at providing substanitive guiding characteristics.   

 



 

Below is pictured a more modern example, however, again using the same basic design but 

employing steel castings for its construction. 

 
 

As modern locomotives became larger towards the end of steam traction, it became apparent 

that the lead truck needed to support more weight, hence the six wheeled version as show on 

the PRR S2 turbine locomotive. This probably would have been the maximum number of 

wheels since if much more weight is sent forward or aft, the lcoomotive begins to fail due to 

the greater loss of adhesive weight, essentially a point of diminishing returns. You might also 

notice that the design incorporates coil springs, cast steel side frames and roller bearings. 

Next time we’ll go to the other end and look at the trailing trucks. 

Take care,  

Dave 



 



 



 



 

MARICOPA LIVE STEAMERS 

FALL MEET 2015 



 

MLS has recently implemented a time log which records time in and out of the 

facility. One of the coincident benefits of this plan is the opportunity to present to 

the membership just how much time and work is being applied to keep our opera-

tion in good condition. Following is a record ending 10-27 of the first month. A 

hearty THANK YOU is in order for all involved!! 

Time registered in the log book,in no particular order: 

Mickey Janzen    Engine service on public runs                              6 Hrs. 

Pete Pennarts      Facility maintenance/light pole installation         50Hrs. 

Fred Greenwald Club Locomotive maintenance                        38.25Hrs. 

Cliff Fought       Facility maintenance                                          6.75Hrs. 

Terry Liesegang Signals                                                               42.5Hrs.  

Bill Lowe           Facility maintenance                                              4Hrs. 

Bob Douglas      Track work                                                        62.5Hrs. 

Joe Snyder         Track work                                                       45.95Hrs. 

Joe Fego            Track work/water tower repair                           23.9Hrs. 

Perry McCully   Christmas lights                                                   11Hrs. 

Donna Holm      Painting                                                                27Hrs. 

Paul Lator         Track work                                                              5Hrs. 

Jim Zimmerman   Ops meet work/Christmas lights                      8.5Hrs. 

Dave Griner       Track work/weed spraying                                    8Hrs.                                          



 

 

 

 

 

 

Engineer cards expired on May 31st, so now it is time to take your test 

It can be taken online at Maricopalivesteamers.com 

 


