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This year is already half over, where has the time gone?   

There is a lot of work that has been done on the track that was 

washed out, and a long way to go. There is room for a lot of help, 

so if anyone feels like they want to work on track, I guess the club 

could use your the help. 

Pete has been overseeing the work in Friend Ship park and it looks 

like there has been a great deal of conduit installed; it will make 

the lighting for Christmas lights a lot better, easier and safer.  I am 

told that the computer program is a thing to behold, can’t wait. 

Fire ban is in effect, we will let everyone know when it is lifted. Please heed the alert thank 

you. To go along with the fire ban the heat is here as well, please make sure that you have 

the water you need when you are out on the track and a cell phone is also a good idea. 

Think safety at all times. 

For the ones that are going out of town on vacation, we would like to see you back so drive 

carefully, remember it is the other guy that will get you.  

Weeds are still a problem, keep in mind it is your club and no one else’s, please help take 

care of the weeds. 

There are some of con x boxes that still need covered, and some others that need repair. 

The boardwalks are not safe, nails sticking up, keep in mind that it is yours to take care of. 

For safety and looks please get them done.  

Time to get off my soap box, I believe that I have said more than I should have. Have a great 

summer. 

Cliff Fought 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Railroading 
Absolute Block Signaling (ABS) 

 

 

 Modern control of train traffic is nothing short of a miracle. The advanced automatic signaling systems and the amazing 

use of detection systems, such as automatic speed and signaling monitoring, has surely made the railroad an extremely safe trans-

portation medium. However, all modern signaling systems, even the one used here, follows the same basic principle as the Abso-

lute Block Signaling system used throughout England in the late 19th and early 20th century. 

 

 Before the ABS system, railroads utilized a time table scheme, in which trains were kept separated by schedule. This 

proved, however, problematic for several reasons. For instance, if a train fell behind schedule, it could throw the entire system off, 

or worse, cause an accident. It also did not allow for flexibility; changes such as an addition or subtraction of a train, or a time 

change could not be made. Although the advent of the telegraph allowed for some flexibility in the system, It was not the most 

ideal system for controlling traffic. (By the time the telegraph was invented Absolute Block Signaling was already being implement-

ed in the United Kingdom, however, the United States still had the time table operations.) 

 

 Early block signaling had watchmen, originally called policemen, placed at each section of the railroad with stopwatches 

and they would time the distance between the last train to pass and the oncoming train, and then used hand signals to tell the 

engineers if they should slow down or speed up. The problem with this was that the watchman had no idea if the section was actu-

ally clear of the previous train, so many accidents had occurred because of this early block signaling. 

 

 When the telegraph was invented, it allowed for the creation of Absolute Block Signaling. The ABS system can be separat-

ed into two parts: the basic scheme of the blocks, or sections, of the railroad, and the system of communication used to function 

the ABS system. 

 

 Each sub-division of the railroad would be separated into sections, each one called a 

block. The ultimate goal was to keep only one train on each line in a block. If the block has only 

one rail line, then only one train could be let into the block at a time. Our railroad signaling 

works in much the same way. In each block there are several signals to give you an indication on 

whether to proceed, slow down, or stop. If a train where to be heading, for example, past Bob-

erg Heights to New Diehl City and a train occupied the single section track west of New Diehl 

was occupied by another train, then the train heading west would not be allowed to enter the 

block in between New Diehl and WhoNose Why. Of course, unlike in England, it is a bit more 

simplified and it is automatic. 

 

 In England, each block had a dedicated signalman and signalman tower. A bell and tele-

graph system were used to communicate with the previous block signal tower and the next sig-

nal tower. Each communication device had two telegraph arrows on the front. The top telegraph was for the departing train in 

your block and was used to communicate with the next block, likewise, the bottom was for receiving communications from the 

previous signal tower. Much like air traffic control today, the signalman must acknowledge commands or requests. To communi-



cate with the previous and next towers a bell system was designed where specific requests could be given and acknowledged. A 

certain amount of bell rings indicated to signalman the type and status of the train.  

 

 If you wish to learn more about modern railroad signaling, I en-

courage you to read Railroad Signaling by Brian Solomon. I hope you en-

joyed this article and learned something new. If you have questions, com-

ments, requests, or concerns, please email me at Gabezor-

bas@gmail.com 

Article submitted by Gabe Zorbas 

SAHUARO  CENTRAL  UPDATE 

Now that the 14” guage Engine has been rebuilt, it needs a place to run.  Plans 

have been drawn more used track has been acquired and grading has begun on 

the route. 





 





DAVE GRINER 

Engineer cards expired on May 31st  Now is 

the time to take your test.  It can be taken 

online at: 

Maricopalivesteamers.com 

***********************************************************************************************************



 

 
I want to thank John Bergt for all his assistance as Public Run Coordi-
nator for the last 4 years. He has gotten so busy starting his new busi-
ness and he is also Chairman of the Long Range Planning Committee 
so he is turning over the position. Please welcome John Broughman as 
the new Public Run Coordinator. You will be hearing from him over the 
summer as he sets up our Sunday and December run crew schedules. 
Please do your best to sign up for one or more shifts each month. We 
continue to gain ridership and need assistance in all positions from 
run crews,  gift shop and gate keepers. My Thanks go to John Draftz 
for his assistance over the last 7 years as well. 

Hank gallo 

Does this building look out of place?  

Well it is the concession stand from 

Adobe Station.  It has been moved 

temporarily while the Station is be-

ing rebuilt to move the concession 

stand and provide a separate exit 

walk way, needed to provide a 

smoother flow of people during the 

Christmas runs 


